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Ladies & Gentlemen, 
Members of the media,
Distinguished guests, 
Good morning, 

I would like to begin by thanking H.E. Mr. Akbar AlBaker and Lieutenant Colonel Mohamad Rashid AlMazroui for joining us this morning. 

It gives me great pleasure to share with you this momentous announcement, which represents a pivotal point in the history of Qatar’s tourism sector, particularly as this announcement to grant visa-free entry to citizens of 80 countries comes just one year after announcing the first steps taken with the cooperation of Qatar Airways and the Ministry of Interior to facilitate tourist visas to Qatar.

Allow me to review with you some of the most significant achievements related to tourist visas that have been made to date:
- our journey to enhance our visitor experience began in 2014, when – in collaboration with the UNWTO - we conducted a visa facilitation study, which benchmarked Qatar’s policies against regional best practices. This study made it evident that facilitating the visa process absolutely critical for our strategy to attract more visitors and in turn boost tourism spending in Qatar. 
- In September 2016, and in partnership with Qatar Airways, we signed an agreement with VFS Global to create an online platform for processing visa applications. This platform was formally launched in June of this year. Just one month later, we expanded e-visa services to accept applications from travelers to Qatar aboard all airlines, as well as tourism and hospitality establishments in Qatar. 
- This year has also witnessed the introduction of the free-of-charge transit visa, allowing passengers of all nationalities transiting in Qatar to stay in the country for up to 96 hours.

And, to promote Qatar as a global transit hub, we launched the +Qatar campaign in May, along with our partners at Qatar Airways; H.E. Mr Akbar AlBaker has already shared details about the campaigns results. 

Enhancing the Qatar tourist experience and increasing the efficiency at ports of entry has been at the heart of all our plans and initiatives. That is why new measures have included activating E-gate access to all of Qatar’s citizens and residents free-of-charge. This has saved time for our passport control officers and shortened waiting time for our visitors. 

And today, we are here to announce yet another development, which will waive entry visa requirements for citizens of 80 countries. The nationalities are divided into two groups. The first consists of 33 countries whose nationals are eligible for a waiver that is valid for 180 days from the date of issuance and entitles its holder to spend up to 90 days in Qatar, during either a single trip or on multiple trips.

The second category consists of 47 countries whose nationals are eligible for a waiver that is valid for 30 days from the date of issuance, during either a single trip or on multiple trips. The visa holder can apply for a renewal of the waiver for an additional 30 days in Qatar.

We are also working alongside the Ministry of Interior to consider further enhancements to Qatar’s visa policy, such as waiving visa requirements for holders of a residence permit or a valid visa from the nations of the Gulf Cooperation Council (Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates), United Kingdom, United States of America, Canada, Australia, New Zealand or the Schengen countries. This waiver would allow eligible visitors to obtain an Electronic Travel Advice by completing a simple online application at least 48 hours prior to travel.

There is no doubt that changes have been moving rapidly, and this comes as the result of the Qatar National Tourism Sector Strategy review process, which in partnership with stakeholders and partners from the public and private sectors, has explored all of the elements needed to create a smooth and enticing experience that can attract visitors from around the world.

Undoubtedly, facilitating and streamlining access at all ports of entry are key factors in creating a positive first and lasting impression of Qatar.

Easing entry to Qatar is a key enabler for the growth of Qatar’s tourism industry. With this announcement, we are already turning the pages of the Next Chapter of Qatar’s journey towards 2030. 

And, in September, we will have completed a comprehensive strategy review process which will ensure Qatar’s tourism sector is on track to contributing to the fulfillment of Qatar National Vision 2030, while reflecting the needs of Qatar and its people.  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

This milestone development comes as the result of years of planning, cooperation and hard work from all parties involved – particularly at our partners at the Ministry of Interior and Qatar Airways. 

Qatar’s leadership has long recognised the importance of the tourism sector’s role in diversifying the national economy, and has been designated a priority sector by the government.  

The circumstances the country is passing through have acted as a catalyst, giving us the impetus to accelerate the process of opening Qatar up to the world, a process we understand is indispensable to the sustainable development of our State. 

With 80 countries eligible for a visa waiver, Qatar is now the most open country in the region and we are delighted to invite visitors to discover our renowned hospitality, cultural heritage and natural treasures.
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