Qatar’s Visa Waiver Programme
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q: What does visa-free entry through Qatar’s visa waiver programme mean exactly?
A: If you are eligible for visa-free entry through Qatar’s visa waiver programme, it means that you do
not have to make any visa arrangements prior to your trip and that you will obtain a visa waiver
(a granted length of stay in the country without a visa) upon arrival, free of charge.
Q: Who is eligible for visa-free entry into Qatar with the new visa waiver programme?
A: There are currently 80 countries whose nationals are eligible for visa-free entry upon arrival to
Qatar. See www.visitqatar.qa/plan/visas-requirements.html for a continually updated list of eligible
countries and corresponding allowable lengths of stay.
Q: If I am a national of one of the 80 countries eligible for visa-free entry into Qatar, what are the
entry requirements?
A: The only entry requirements for nationals of the 80 countries entitled to visa-free entry are a valid
passport (valid for a minimum of 6 months) and a confirmed onward or return travel ticket. You also
will be asked to provide a valid address for your place of stay in Qatar (i.e., the address of your hotel, as
shown on your booking; or the physical address of a friend or family member with whom you intend to
stay). You are not required to \ produce evidence of adequate funding.
Q: Are there any age restrictions for visa-free entry into Qatar among the 80 eligible countries
(i.e., for children or for the elderly)?
A: No. There are no age restrictions for visa-free entry, through the visa waiver upon arrival, across the
80 eligible nationalities.
Q: For the visa waiver that is valid for 180 days and entitles its holder to spend up to 90 days in
Qatar, does this mean that the holder cannot stay for more than 90 consecutive days during the
180-day validity period?
A: Holders of the visa waiver that is valid for 180 days from the date of issue may not spend more
than 90 days in total in Qatar during the 180-day validity period. For example, they can stay in Qatar
for 60 days, leave, and return for 30 days, with a period of 180 days. With that they will have used up
the total number of days they can stay in Qatar on this visa waiver.
Q: Can I extend my stay if I would like to remain in Qatar longer than the maximum allowable stay
of my visa waiver?
A: Those nationals eligible for visa-free entry for up to 30 days, for single or multiple trips, will be able
to extend their visa waiver for an additional 30 days. This extension will extend the original waiver
validity period by 30 days, and allow the visa waiver holder to spend up to an additional 30 days in the
country, during single or multiple trips, within the validity period. After this one allowable extension, no

additional extensions will be provided.
Those nationals eligible for visa-free entry for up to 90 days, for a single or multiple trips, will not be
able to extend the number of allowable days in the country or the 180-day validity period of their visawaiver.
Q: If I am eligible for an extension, where do I go to obtain it? Is there a fee, and what documents
do I need to produce?
A: Visitors possessing a 30-day visa waiver can request a 30-day visit extension from the Ministry of
Interior (MoI) Immigration Office at Hamad International Airport (HIA), located behind check-in row 8
in the main departures hall, or at any MoI Service Center located throughout the country:
https://www.moi.gov.qa/site/english/channel/ServiceCentre.html
You will not need to present yourself in person, but Immigration staff will require your original
passport, copies of your confirmed onward tickets, and payment of QAR 100 (approximately $27
USD) to obtain a 30-day visit extension.
Please note that cash is not accepted at MoI Service Centres; only a valid credit or debit card is
accepted.
Q: What if I stay in Qatar longer than the allowable stay permitted?
A: If you remain in Qatar longer that the granted period of stay on the waiver or an obtained
extension, you will be charged 200 QAR (approximately $54 USD) per day, for each day overstayed.
Q: If I enter Qatar on a visa waiver, but later would like to transfer to a tourist visa, business visa or
other type of visa, is this possible? Similarly, if I enter on a tourist visa, business visa, or other type
of visa, can I transfer to a visa waiver?
A: No. Visit visas and visa-free entry waivers are non-transferable. If you are in this situation and would
like to enter on a different visa type or on a visa waiver, you will need to leave Qatar and re-enter on
the new visa type/visa waiver.
Q: If I intend to work in Qatar, may I enter Qatar using the visa waiver and then transfer to a work
visa once in country?
A: No. Visa waivers are non-transferable and intended for short-term visitors to Qatar only.
Q: Are passport holders of British Overseas Territories granted visa waivers similar to full British
citizens (i.e., nationals of the United Kingdom)?
A: At the current time, citizens of British Overseas Territories are not eligible for the visa waiver, but
can apply for a Qatar Tourist Visa via Qatar Visa Service (www.qatarvisaservice.com).
Q: Are French nationals from French Territories abroad granted visa waivers similar to French
nationals from France?
A: Yes, French nationals from French Territories abroad and holding French passports are granted visa
waivers upon entry in Qatar.

Q: Are Taiwanese, Republic of China passport holders and Macau Special Administrative Region
(SAR) passport holders granted visa waivers similar to Chinese nationals?
A: At the current time, Taiwanese, Republic of China passport holders and Macau Special
Administrative Region (SAR) passport holders are not eligible for the visa waiver, but can apply for a
Qatar Tourist Visa via Qatar Visa Service (www.qatarvisaservice.com).
Q: I am an OCI (Overseas Citizen of India) but I hold a Sri Lankan passport. Am I eligible for Qatar’s
visa waiver upon arrival?
A: Only Indian nationals holding a valid Indian passport (valid for a minimum of 6 months from the
date of application) are eligible for the visa waiver upon arrival. OCI persons who are not nationals of
any other eligible country for the visa waiver on arrival can apply for a Qatar Tourist Visa via Qatar Visa
Service (www.qatarvisaservice.com). Submission of your OCI card as part of your application may be
beneficial.
Q: Am I eligible for a visa waiver if I am a resident of one of the 80 eligible countries but hold a
different passport or travel document?
A: Only nationals holding passports of the 80 eligible countries are eligible for the visa waiver. (Please
note, however, that if you hold a valid residence permit in the United Kingdom, the United States of
America, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, any of the Schengen countries, or the countries of the Gulf
Cooperation Council, you are eligible for Qatar’s Electronic Travel Authorization (ETA) programme.
Further information regarding ETA can be found at: www.visitqatar.qa/plan/visas-requirements.html,
and ETA applications can be submitted at www.qatarvisaservice.com.)
Q: Do I need to be a Qatar Airways passenger to be eligible for visa-free entry through the new visa
waiver programme?
A: Passengers on any airline and visitors traveling into Qatar through any port of entry, who are
nationals of the 80 eligible countries, are eligible for the visa waiver. (The only visa type offered
exclusively to Qatar Airways passengers is the free, pre-arranged Qatar Transit Visa open to all
nationalities who have a stopover on Qatar Airways of between 5 and 96 hours.)
Q: What if I am eligible for the visa waiver but would like to get the Qatar-Oman Joint Tourist Visa
upon arrival in Doha, so that I may use it in both the State of Qatar and the Sultanate of Oman, for
multiple entry in both countries, over the course of 30 days?
A: There are 33 countries that are eligible to receive the Qatar-Oman Joint Tourist Visa upon arrival in
Qatar. If you are eligible, please inform the immigration officer that you would like to have this visa,
rather than the visa waiver. There is a charge of QAR 100 (approximately $27 USD) to obtain the
Qatar-Oman Joint Tourist Visa. Please note that cash payments are not accepted at MoI immigration
counters. The fee will need to be paid via a valid credit or debit card.
Q: What if I am eligible for the visa waiver but am only transiting through Qatar, with a stopover of
4 days (96 hours) or less?
A: If you are a Qatar Airways passenger transiting in Qatar for a period of time between 5 and 96
hours, it is advisable that you apply for the Qatar Transit Visa via Qatar Airways (https://qatarairways.
zendesk.com/hc/en-us/sections/206765008-Qatar-Transit-Visa) ahead of your visit. The Transit Visa
is free of charge, and valid for up to 96 hours (4 days), and open to all nationalities—and you will
receive it electronically prior to your trip.

If you do not arrange for a Transit Visa ahead of your visit, you may still try to enter on a visa waiver,
but entry will be at the discretion of the immigration officer, depending on the length of transit time
indicated by your onward ticket. In general, at least a one night’s stay is expected for use of the visa
waiver.
Q: Is there a special line or section at Hamad International Airport (HIA) immigration that I need to
use to obtain my visa waiver upon arrival?
A: Currently, there is not a separate line or section for visa-free entry authorization. You may stand in
any queue for non-GCC citizens.

